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Mr. KIRK. Mr. Speaker, this is what 

the House government health care bill 
creates: $1 trillion, 1,000 pages, $1 bil-
lion per page. Here is the patient, and 
over here is the doctor. 

Now, moderate Republicans have a 
much better plan we will put forward. 
Our Medical Rights Act says Congress 
cannot restrict the decisions of you 
and your doctor and eliminates the 
need for all of this, and puts you right 
next to your physician, without the 
need for $1 trillion in spending. 

f 

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER 
AS COSPONSOR OF H. RES. 648 

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that my name be 
removed from House Resolution 648. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey? 

There was no objection. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS TO 
BOARD OF VISITORS TO UNITED 
STATES AIR FORCE ACADEMY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to 10 U.S.C. 9355(a), amended by 
Public Law 108–375, and the order of the 
House of January 6, 2009, the Chair an-
nounces the Speaker’s appointment of 
the following Members of the House to 
the Board of Visitors to the United 
States Air Force Academy: 

Mr. POLIS, Colorado 
Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ, California 
Mr. LAMBORN, Colorado 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, and under a previous order 
of the House, the following Members 
will be recognized for 5 minutes each. 

f 

AMERICAN COMMUNITY SURVEY— 
TOO MUCH GOVERNMENT INTRU-
SION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
under the United States Constitution, 
article I, section 2, it states that every 
10 years there will be a counting of the 
people. The purposes are twofold: One, 
to levy direct taxes, and second, to find 
out how many people live in the United 
States so that Members of Congress 
can be apportioned percentage-wise 
based on population. That is the pur-
pose of the census, and it’s a good pur-
pose. Next year we will have another 
undertaking of the census, of the 
counting of the people in the United 
States. 

But also, independent of the census, 
there is a survey that is being taken, 
given, rather, to American citizens, 3 
million next year and 3 million every 
year. Now, I want to make it clear that 

this is not the census, but this is a sys-
tem of surveying the American people, 
and it just so happens that today I got 
one of these surveys. It’s labeled from 
the United States Department of Com-
merce, the Census Bureau, and it’s the 
American Community Survey, and it 
says, Your response is required by law. 

You open this document, you get a 
lot of paperwork. You get several docu-
ments that say you have to fill this out 
or by penalty of law if you don’t, but 
you get the survey. Mr. Speaker, the 
American Community Survey is 28 
pages. If a person receives one of these 
and doesn’t fill it out, you’ve violated 
Federal law. 

Now, the survey contains a lot of in-
formation that makes me wonder, Why 
does the Federal Government even 
want this information? Why should the 
Federal Government even have this in-
formation? 

And here’s some of the questions that 
it asks: the value of your residence, 
how much you pay monthly for your 
residence on your mortgage, how many 
rooms in your house, how many toilets 
are in your house, what kind of vehi-
cles do you drive. I guess they want to 
know how many pickups are in Texas. 

Do you have a stove? a refrigerator? 
What type of fuel do you use? How 
much does it cost you each month to 
use that fuel? How much does each per-
son in the household or in the resi-
dence, rather, make? What is their in-
come? Where do they work? What do 
they do? How long have they done 
that? What is the cost of the mortgage? 
What is the cost of health insurance for 
each person, and what is the cost of 
taxes in the house? And it goes on and 
on and on, 28 pages, required by Fed-
eral law under the American Commu-
nity Survey Act. 

I won’t go into all the questions be-
cause I don’t have time, but I’d like to 
mention one more. One question is, 
each person has to answer this ques-
tion, because of a physical, mental or 
emotional condition, does the person 
have trouble concentrating, remem-
bering, or making decisions? 

Now, should the Federal Government 
have that information? And why 
should a person in the residence make 
that determination about themselves 
and then have to answer that question 
for everybody else in the residence? 

I certainly hope they’re all getting 
along well. 

It also asks, because of a physical, 
mental, or emotional condition, does 
the person have difficulty dressing, 
doing errands, difficulty shopping? And 
it goes on and on and on, Mr. Speaker. 

Back in 2007, two historians found 
some old documents from the Depart-
ment of Commerce archives and the 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt Presi-
dential Library. These documents con-
firmed for the first time that the Cen-
sus Bureau turned over information to 
incarcerate over 100,000 individual Jap-
anese Americans after the Pearl Har-
bor attack. This information was re-
ported by USA Today. The Census Bu-

reau information made it all possible. 
Of course, the Census Bureau has de-
nied that it gave that information. But 
be it as it may, it was legal in 1940. 

In 1942, documents proved the Census 
Bureau turned over these addresses of 
the Japanese Americans to the War De-
partment. In 1943, they turned over 
their financial information to the De-
partment of the Treasury. 

b 1800 

This was all nice and legal in the War 
Powers Act of 1940. It was legal, but it 
wasn’t ethical, and we know what hap-
pened to 100,000 Japanese Americans. 
They were interned. The point is this, 
Mr. Speaker. This should be voluntary. 
If United States citizens want to give 
all of this information to the Federal 
Government so the Federal Govern-
ment can have a file on everybody, 
then they should be allowed to do that, 
I guess, but it shouldn’t be required by 
law. That is why I’ve introduced legis-
lation to allow citizens not to fill this 
document out if they don’t want to, be-
cause it invades, in my opinion, their 
personal privacy rights. 

Once again, I’m not talking about 
the census. I am talking about the sur-
vey that is being required by law to be 
sent out. People down in southeast 
Texas, people who live in Cut and 
Shoot, Texas, for example, shouldn’t be 
required to fill this information out. It 
violates their privacy. It’s too much 
government. It may be well-intended, 
but the Federal Government should not 
have this information, and we as Mem-
bers of Congress should allow this in-
formation to be, not required, but vol-
untarily given by the people of the 
United States. 

And that’s just the way it is. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Ms. WOOLSEY addressed the House. 
Her remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

H.R. 3183: ENERGY AND WATER DE-
VELOPMENT AND RELATED 
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS 
ACT, 2010 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. KLEIN) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. KLEIN of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to express my strong support 
for H.R. 3183, the Energy and Water De-
velopment and Related Agencies Ap-
propriations Act of 2010. 

I applaud the subcommittee chair-
man and the ranking member for mov-
ing this important bill through the Ap-
propriations Committee and to the 
House floor. 

This bill funds some of the most crit-
ical programs in south Florida, where I 
live, and my constituents are very 
much in tune with this particular bill. 
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I would like to spend a few moments 
today focusing on how this bill affects 
our area of south Florida. 

Since coming to Congress, I have 
been committed, along with my Demo-
crat and Republican colleagues, to 
working to make sure with the Florida 
delegation and with Members through-
out the country that they support Fed-
eral Government obligations to restore 
the incomparable River of Grass, which 
is known as the Everglades. 

I was very pleased that President 
Obama, in his budget request, met his 
promise and followed up on that to 
make Everglades restoration a pri-
ority. Although the $210 million in this 
bill doesn’t quite match the President’s 
request, the fact remains that this bill 
makes Everglades restoration its big-
gest construction project. 

I commend the chairman and ranking 
member for keeping Everglades res-
toration as a national priority. It is 
historical. 

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 3183’s commitment 
to Florida’s priorities are also some-
thing to be mentioned. The beaches of 
south Florida are some of the most 
beautiful in the Nation, but our coasts 
are facing a real crisis. They have be-
come seriously eroded, endangering 
both the personal property and the per-
sonal safety of residents and guests. 
My district in south Florida encom-
passes over 75 miles of beautiful coast-
line on the Atlantic, and it has numer-
ous shore protection projects, but 
many are mired in the Army Corps of 
Engineers’ permitting process. 

There are many reasons why the per-
mitting process is not as efficient as it 
could be, but one problem we can ad-
dress right here is the understaffing at 
the Army Corps of Engineers. For ex-
ample, Palm Beach County, which is 
one of the counties I represent in south 
Florida, was forced to pay out of its 
taxpayer dollars the salary of an addi-
tional Army Corps of Engineers staffer 
to deal with the county’s many 
projects awaiting some Army Corps ac-
tion. In essence, Palm Beach County 
became fed up with waiting year after 
year for the Corps to act on their per-
mit applications, so they are now pay-
ing for the extra Army Corps employee 
to do his job. 

Mr. Speaker, this is a ridiculous situ-
ation that is unfair to the taxpayers of 
south Florida, who are paying their 
fair share here up in Washington. That 
is why I filed an amendment that was 
accepted as part of Chairman PASTOR’s 
manager’s amendment. This language, 
combined with increases in the under-
lying bill, will add $11.8 million on top 
of last year’s funding level to fund 
more staff and to support more per-
sonnel to help act on a more efficient 
basis with regard to these permits. 
This sizable investment will unclog the 
permitting pipeline that is hurting so 
many of our coastal communities. 
They deserve a timely decision so they 
can determine the best ways to protect 
their residents and the natural re-
sources. 

Mr. Speaker, south Florida and the 
entire country need greater strategic 
investment in our Nation’s priorities. 
This particular bill, H.R. 3183, will put 
us on a path towards energy independ-
ence in addition to a number of other 
bills we’ve already put on the table and 
have sent to the President. The only 
way we can reduce our dependence on 
foreign oil is to invest in a multitude 
of technologies and to make these 
technologies right here in the United 
States, creating the jobs right here. 
This bill invests in solar and wind en-
ergy in order to make our electricity 
cleaner. At the same time, it also in-
vests in weatherization and in energy 
efficiency to bring down costs for con-
sumers and businesses. The bill in-
cludes investments in clean coal tech-
nology and nuclear energy research so 
that we can unleash these innovations 
and create high-quality American jobs. 

The bill also makes critical invest-
ments in vehicle technology so that 
our gas tanks get more miles per gal-
lon, which will save us money at the 
pump. Of course, using less gasoline 
means we will import less gasoline, and 
that is an essential national security 
item because, currently, we are import-
ing 60 percent of our oil from unstable 
countries around the world that, in 
many cases, are financing terrorism 
and drug trafficking with our 
petrodollars. I believe that a transition 
to new energy sources will ensure that 
we do not continue to send billions of 
dollars to countries that are, at best, 
not our friends and, at worst, are our 
enemies. My strongest belief is that we 
should never again have to make a for-
eign policy decision based on where the 
next drop of oil is coming from. 

Lastly, H.R. 3183 builds on the re-
cently passed American Clean Energy 
Security Act and Recovery Act, which 
has jump-started American investment 
in this new energy economy I’ve been 
talking about. I truly believe this is an 
historic moment and an extraordinary 
opportunity to create jobs in south 
Florida and throughout the Nation and 
to unleash a new generation of energy 
technology built right here in America. 

I am proud to support H.R. 3183, and 
I am looking forward to seeing the re-
sults on the ground in south Florida. 

f 

H.R. 3036: BRINGING SUNSHINE TO 
COSTS OF CONGRESSIONAL 
TRAVEL OVERSEAS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. JONES. Mr. Speaker, many 
Members of the House may have seen a 
recent Wall Street Journal article that 
documented how existing disclosure re-
quirements allow many of the costs as-
sociated with congressional delegation 
trips overseas, known as CODELS, to 
go unreported. 

Right now, when Members of Con-
gress take foreign trips using commer-
cial airlines, the costs are publicly dis-

closed in reports published in the CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD. However, the costs 
of Members’ foreign trips using mili-
tary aircraft are not. In the past, Mem-
bers of Congress have used military 
aircraft even when traveling to exotic 
locations that are readily served by 
commercial airlines. Press reports 
have indicated that the military even 
maintains a specially outfitted VIP 
fleet, operated out of Andrews Air 
Force Base, where aircraft can carry 
costs estimated at $10,000 per hour. 

When a Member of Congress takes a 
taxpayer-funded trip overseas, tax-
payers have a right to know how much 
of their hard-earned money is being 
spent on that travel. For this reason, I 
recently introduced H.R. 3036. 

This legislation would direct the De-
partment of Defense to provide a report 
on the costs incurred in taking a Mem-
ber of Congress, an officer or an em-
ployee of Congress on a trip outside the 
United States. It would then require 
the Member of Congress to disclose 
those costs, and these costs would be 
publicly reported online. 

Mr. Speaker, it is important to note 
that this bill would not apply to any 
trip for which the sole purpose would 
be to visit one or more U.S. military 
installations or to visit U.S. military 
personnel in a war zone, since there 
may be varied security reasons for not 
disclosing the costs of these trips. 

With an ever-growing national debt 
and with our military budget stretched 
thin, it is more important than ever 
that Congress acts as a responsible 
steward of taxpayer dollars. Bringing 
sunshine to the costs of Members’ for-
eign travel will help ensure taxpayer 
dollars are efficiently used. 

I am pleased that this legislation has 
received the support of the National 
Taxpayers Union, of Eagle Forum and 
of Public Citizens Congress Watch. It 
has also been endorsed by the Council 
for Citizens Against Government 
Waste. Their letter of support for this 
bill states: 

‘‘Military aircraft is necessary when 
flying into war zones or U.S. military 
installations overseas; however, the 
military fleet is too often used to shut-
tle Members back and forth to loca-
tions served by commercial airliners. 
Members of Congress should be held ac-
countable for every bill footed by tax-
payers.’’ 

Again, that statement that I just 
read is from a letter that the Council 
for Citizens Against Government Waste 
wrote to support this legislation. In 
fact, Mr. Speaker, I submit the text of 
this letter for the RECORD. 

In closing, I hope my colleagues will 
become cosponsors of H.R. 3036, and 
will join in bringing transparency to 
the cost of foreign travel by Members 
of Congress. 

COUNCIL FOR CITIZENS AGAINST 
GOVERNMENT WASTE, 

Washington, DC., June 29, 2009. 
House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR REPRESENTATIVE: Congressman Wal-
ter Jones (R–N.C.) recently introduced H.R. 
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